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The Cost of War
The United States has been actively involved, at great cost, in wars and military incursions. Research by Zoltan Grossman at Evergreen State College in Washington enumerates 150 since Wounded Knee in 1890. This number does not include National Guard mobilizations, offshore shows of naval strength, DEA operations or the like. Currently we are openly involved in military operations in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Yemen, Somalia and across northern Africa, Syria and Iran. Yes, Iran— where we have recently conducted cyberattacks and sent several clandestine incursions with CIA/Joint Strategic Operations Command (JSOC) units. 

JSOC is composed of Army, Navy and Air Force special operations forces, such as the now famous "Seal Team 6," for use in covert interventions. This highly classified organization is completely beyond congressional control. Expenditures for it are "off the books." JSOC operates under command of the president alone. The president can send these units, in concert with CIA and civilian support operatives, any place in the world at any time, without congressional approval for military interventions. 

So much for the Constitution and congressional responsibility for making war. Congress has simply wimped out on its constitutional responsibility. 

Our current problem begins with understanding that we have a military-industrial complex far exceeding what President Dwight Eisenhower, who first warned us about it, could imagine. According to NotMyPriorities.org, the Defense Department budget, the Afghanistan and Iraq wars and veterans care took up 62.6 percent of our 2009-10 discretionary budget. And that doesn't include the maintenance and conduct of covert operations by the CIA, FBI, JSOC and civilian operatives. 

A conservative estimate has our military budget exceeding the combined military budgets of the next 26 largest nations. Pentagon officials have publicly stated that Congress votes for military equipment the Pentagon doesn't even want. One need look no further to understand why we are falling behind other advanced countries in education, infrastructure, scientific research, health care, child mortality, income distribution and other peaceful metrics. 

And what about the human cost? Nearly 1.5 million Americans have been killed in all our wars, with casualties many times that number. Yet our opponents have suffered far more. An estimated 40 million people were killed during World War II, 2 million Vietnamese during our Vietnam War, and several hundred thousand Iraq and Afghanistan deaths in those continuing wars. 

We often don't remember that mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers and children of other countries grieve for their fallen as much as we do. Vietnam will remain an environmentally devastated nation for generations. We bear the cultural costs of our Civil War to this day. Many of our warriors return to become homeless, incarcerated, addicted, physically and/or mentally traumatized or at least emotionally scarred in some way. War is the gift that just keeps on giving. 

Things aren't getting any better. We just re-elected President Barack Obama who has ramped up the use of robotic and cyber warfare. He thus becomes the sole judge, jury and executioner of foreigners and even U.S. citizens, if he deems them to be "dangerous" to our interests. He has defended himself by falsely saying there is due process when he selects people to be killed. Currently we are doing this mostly to Muslims, so most Americans either think it's good policy or don't care. He has expanded the unified combatant command in Africa "AFRICOM." It is just one of nine unified commands that report directly to the secretary of defense. He has most recently begun to build up our military presence in the Pacific, facing off against China with ground and naval power. 

Historians of war estimate there have been about 14,500 wars in recorded history. Someday, perhaps far in the future, the United States might be remembered as a historical leader in the human carnage, environmental destruction and waste of resources called war. But we could do better in years to come by changing our warlike and domineering ways. Maybe someday we will come to reason and understand the cost of war, to us and others. 
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